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The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm 

Board members present: Dave Buchholz, Bill Eichenberg, Tom Forbes, Amy 

Gaffney, Tom Osborne, and Jack Sadlon. 

  

Welcome new members Tom Osborne and Jack Sadlon 

 

Election of 2022 Chair:  Ms. Gaffney nominated Mr. Buchholz.  Seconded by Mr. 

Osborne. Poll: 6 ayes, 0 nays.  Motion carries. The board unanimously elected Dave 

Buchholz for chairman for 2022.  

 

November Minutes: Mr. Buchholz made a motion to approve as corrected. 

Seconded by Ms. Gaffney.  Poll: 6 ayes, o nays.  Motion carried.  

 

Re-cap:  Christmas Tree Lighting 

Mr. Buchholz stated he felt that the event went pretty well. Unfortunately, that squall 

that came through destroyed a lot of stuff.  We had a problem with the luminaries 

being blown over by the wind but all in all came out really well.  Mr. Bucholz stated 

his thoughts on the damage, he would like to get together to access what we can save 

or not save.  Maybe reinforcing the gingerbread men that we have with a plywood 

back and a different mounting system, so we don’t have the issues with the weather.  

He would like to start looking at everything soon, so we are not doing this two or 

three weeks before the event. This way we have all spring & summer to put 

something together.  Mr. Buchholz went on to say that he has been chairman of this 

board before and we become almost a family after a while.  The more we work on 

events together the more friendships there are and it’s kind of a cool deal. One thing 

he would like to do is go through the upstairs and see what can be salvaged for next 

year. Ms. Buchholz stated that all of the P/R storage stuff, the maze form Fall-o-

ween, Christmas decorations are all stored on the top floor here at City Hall.   Mr. 
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Buchholz thanked Mr. Forbes for taking care of the broken decorations and tidying 

up after the storm.  He also mentioned that with the way the weather was, we took 

the decorations down before January 1st. The 31st. of December was the last decent 

day of weather we had and then everything tanked. He stated that we had seven 

gingerbread figures and we are down to two that are still good.  He feels there are 

two or three more that we may be able to patch up. He feels that they would hold up 

better in the wind with a plywood backing. Mr. Buchholz stated that he would like to 

meet on a Saturday upstairs to go through the decorations. Ms. Gaffney asked how 

the attendance was. Mr. Buchholz was disappointed by the attendance and also 

disappointed there wasn’t more participation from Council.  P/R works hard for the 

city and they should be setting an example to be there. Ms. Gaffney agrees. All the 

summer concerts during an election year and no council.   A discussion ensued 

regarding getting the information for events out and publicized.  Ms. Buchholz stated 

that she has spoken with Clerk of Council, and she is more that happy to get the 

information out on the city website and Facebook page.  Mr. Buchholz stated that the 

lights in the pavilion need to be fixed.  The lights were so bad with the buzzing that 

they had to be turned off.   Ms. Gaffney also stated how dirty the walls in the pavilion 

are.  Ms. Buchholz suggested that we put together a wish list for Service Department 

of things we would like to have done.  Mr. Buchholz stated he was very disappointed 

with the number of people that were there.   Ms. Buchholz stated that we were also 

competing with the Fairgrounds as they had a drive through for Christmas lights the 

same day as our tree lighting.  She also stated that we usually got more people from 

the Township as well.   

 

2022 Events 

Memorial Day Parade-Monday, May 30, 2022.  9:00 am line-up, 9:30 am step off.  

Dave Buchholz, Chair. 

Memorial Day Ceremony following parade at Village Green. Amy Gaffney, chair. 

Mr. Buchholz stated that he will chair the parade if someone will take over the 

ceremony.  Ms. Gaffney stated that she will do the ceremony.  Discussion ensued 

regarding the sound system and getting a wireless microphone.  Mr. Sadlon stated that 

the in Berea City School district where he taught they had a huge wireless sound system 

and he does not believe they are using it anymore.  He will call the district and find out 

if they are willing to negotiate.  He will let the board know as soon as he knows 

something.  Ms. Buchholz stated that we will be working on the budget next month.  



 

3 

 

Ms. Buchholz asked Mr. Osborne if he had any leads for a speaker for Memorial Day.  

Mr. Osbornee stated that he did have a few connections and he should be able to get 

someone.    Mr. Buchholz stated we need about a ten minute speech relating to 

Memorial Day.  Ms. Gaffney stated last year it was the meaning of Memorial Day and 

encouraging young people to answer the call to serve. Mr. Buchholz stated that he 

would like to have a grand color guard this year which is all five of the armed forces 

represented leading the parade.   If anyone has any connections with Navy, Army, Air 

Force, these are the ones he is looking to add to the two we have, Marines and Coast 

Guard.  Ms. Buchholz also stated that we need to have the podium this year.  Ms. 

Gaffney stated that someone needs to remove the flag at the VG so that it can be raised 

by the Boy Scouts.  They need to raise it up then bring it halfway down.    There was 

an issue with the raising of the flag.  Mr. Buchholz sated that we need to ask the troops 

early and maybe set something up and possibly do a dry run before Memorial Day.  

Ms. Gaffney also stated that there is a checklist for each event that needs to be filled 

out about a month before the ceremony requesting items such as the podium, extra 

police, anything required for the event. This gets turned in to the Service Department. 

Mr. Eichenberg explained to the board about the ceremony at the bridge after the VG 

ceremony.  The Gril Scouts or Boy Scouts take the flags on to the bridge and drop a 

flower into the river for each branch of the Armed Forces and if someone wanted to 

drop a flower for an individual. Ms. Gaffney stated she will make sure that is 

mentioned after the speech.  Mr. Osborne stated that we need to get the word out on 

these events. Ms. Gaffney stated that she would like to set up a Facebook page.  Mr. 

Osborne suggested we make a set of rules so when someone else is on this board it is 

consistent.  Mr. Forbes stated that we have done Facebook, we put up the large signs, 

we invite JoAnn Dumound, and she usually does a big story.  What else can we do to 

promote? Ms. Gaffney stated that the school are all done virtually now, no paper is 

passed out.  Mr. Forbes stated that there so many small Facebook pages for 

neighborhoods and if we can somehow tap into those.  Ms. Buchholz stated we should 

do a flyer to set in the shops at GPJ.       

 

 

Yoga in the Park., Amy Gaffney, chair 

Ms. Gaffney stated that she will reach out to Kellyof Circle of Life Yoga.  We had 90 

people sign up last year.  We pay Circle of Life Yoga  $50.00 for each class regardless 

of how many show up.   This is one of the occasions we need the wireless sound system.  

Ms. Gaffney will touch base with the instructor Kelly, and see if she has any issues 

with where we have it.  The problem with E. River is trains.   Ms. Buchholz stated that 

we will have the problem with airplanes at the VG so there are issues with each park 

as far as that goes.   Ms. Gaffney stated that the issue with VG is parking.  There is 

better parking at E. River but more visibility for the event at VG.   She will touch base 
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with Kelly.   Discussion ensued regarding having the yoga event in different locations.  

Mr. Buchholz stated that we could use the bridge for yoga as well.  Ms. Gaffney stated 

that she will get in contact with Kelly and work on some dates.   

 

Mr. Buchholz asked Mr. Sadlon what his background was.  Mr. Sadlon stated he was 

a teacher for 35 years in the Berea City School District and an administrator in that 

time frame, asst. principal, principal.  Served as a principal at Berea Children’s Home.  

He retired in 2006 and then was assistant director as well as director of a program 

where we took all of the sixth grade boys and girls to a nature camp for five days.  In 

the past he worked for Kellogg’s for a while. In the city, he has been twice on Civil 

Service committee, was on the last Charter Review.   

 

Mr. Buchholz stated that he has known Mr. Osborne from being a barber and asked if 

Mr. Osborne would give a little history. Mr. Osborne stated he took up barbering after 

he retired, he had a business where he did bank mergers and acquisitions, small 

business set-up. He did a lot in ministry during that time so he is used to working with 

non profit and connecting with people through church.  He served two and a half years 

as president of the merchants association for GPJ.   

 

Music at E. River – Last Sunday of the month, June, July, August at E. River 

Park.  Amy Gaffney and Tom Forbes co chairs. 

• June 26th, 2022, 6-8 pm 

• July 31, 2022, 6-8 pm 

• August 28, 2022, 6-8 pm. 

Ms. Gaffney stated she will start working on the contracts for the bands this year. Ms. 

Gaffney stated that we invite the Popcorn Shop to sell popcorn at the concerts.  Ms. 

Gaffney stated that we have not had enough interest for pizza or other vendors.  Mr. 

Forbes stated he will touch base with him.  

 

Falls Day, 1st Sunday in October. October 2, 2022, from 1-4 pm. And Citizen of 

the Year. Dave Buchholz Jack Sadlon, and Tom Osborne co-chairs.   

Mr. Buchholz stated that one of the problems is we have all of these parents wanting 

to come to hear the band and no parking.   When the band is done, everyone clears out.   

Mr. Buchholz stated that he will use Cle Market again to handle the vendors.  Mr. 

Buchholz agrees with Tom Osborne, is anyone really social media savvy, that could 

take on the marketing for this?  Ms. Gaffney stated that she is not on social media any 

more but if she can get a P/R Facebook she will be more than happy to take that on.   

Mr.,. Buchholz stated if Ms. Buchholz she can co-ordinate with the other organizations.  

Ms. Buchholz stated that she can. She said we will talk to Angie and set up and 

Facebook page.  Mr. Buchholz stated that we have the Citizen of the Year award 
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already.  He would like to start advertising for Citizen of the Year in June or July 

instead of 30 days out.  Ms. Buchholz stated that we were unable to print the form that 

was online last year.  We need to have it in Word format that can be filled out online 

or easily printed.  Mr. Buchholz explained that we have the photo, frame, matting and 

everything ready prior to the selection of Citizen of the Year just in case there is a 

shortage of materials. We will have two name plates made up, one for the award and 

one for the plaque in the hallway at City Hall.   We go over all of the applications at 

the first meeting in September.   

 

Fall-o-ween. TBD 

Ms. Gaffney stated that we have been discussing tabling Fall-o-ween for this year. It 

is a lot of work considering Falls Day is just a few weeks before.  Ms. Gaffney would 

like to see a timed show for the kids like Imaginos, or the magic show at Falls Day,  

she feels that people will show up.  Ms. Buchholz stated that because of Labor Day, 

our September meeting won’t be until the twelfth.  Discussion ensued.   The board 

agreed we will have our regular August Meeting August 1 and our September meeting 

on August 29.  So there will be two meetings in August and no meetings in September 

Mr. Osborne stated that he will take on Fall-o-ween for GPJ.  He will see if they want 

to take over this event.    The Donut truck did very well but they do need to see if we 

could get coffee and cider. Mr. Osborne stated that he will discuss at the next meeting 

for GPJ to see if we can partner this event of turn over to GPJ. 

 

Tree Lighting 1st. Sunday in December, December 3, 2022.  5:00 pm, 6:00 pm tree 

lighting.  Dave Buchholz chair. 

Mr. Buchholz stated that he would like to see what can be done with the gingerbread 

men .  The other decorations are pretty much under control right now. We talked about 

additional lights.  All of the bows and plaques that are used for the wreaths, those went 

to the garden club.  We need to get rid of what is bad for the gingerbread, see what we 

can salvage. We can’t go upstairs right now because there are no lights but he would 

like to meet on maybe a Saturday afternoon.   Ms. Buchholz wanted the board to be 

aware that if we don’t do Fall-o-ween, we have $3,000.00 to use towards other events.   

Mr. Buchholz stated that we will discuss the budget next month.   

 

Ms. Gaffney stated that if Mr. Osborne does discuss Fall-o-ween at the merchant 

meeting, when we did meet with Chief Rogers, she was not allowed to close the streets 

at GPJ because she would make the merchants mad. What ended up happening is that 

kids almost got hit by cars. Mr. Osborne stated that he doesn’t care who likes it and 

doesn’t like it, he will close all off the streets.  Ms. Buchholz stated that we had the 

parking last year at St. Mary and instead of walking down to Columbia & Bagley to 

cross they j-walked right on Bagley & Orchard. Ms. Gaffney would also like to have 
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some sort of a celebration when the playground opens at VG.  Mr. Buchholz stated that 

yes, we will discuss as the event gets closer. Ms. Buchholz stated that our date to have 

the playground complete is June 22.  

 

Mr. Buchholz stated he would like to get back to looking for a date to work on the 

Christmas decorations and see what can be saved and what may be needed. Discussion 

ensued regarding who is available when for checking the decorations. The board 

agreed on Saturday February 19th at 1:00 pm here at City Hall. Ms. Buchholz will open 

the door. 

  

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 

 

 

 

Aimee Stone, Board Secretary   Approval Date 03.08.2022 


